
The Club opened its doors and 

courts on 25th April to new members 

and people just interested in finding 

out a little more about the Club. The 

event had been widely advertised in 

the local press, posters had been dis-
played and nearly 2000 leaflets were 

delivered to homes on the Dukes 

Wood estate and across Gerrards 

Cross. We were delighted to wel-

come nearly 90 juniors for the morn-

ing coaching sessions led by Tom 

Dean our Head Coach and his team. 

This was a fantastic turnout with 

many parents signing-up their children 

for membership at the same time. 

The afternoon was more focused on 

senior members but here again many 

new enquiries about membership 

were made. Tom ran some further 

coaching for seniors and partnered 

(or more strictly hampered!) by my-

self played an exhibition doubles 

match against two ATP ranked 

players. 

Throughout the day Helen and 

Beverley ran the barbeque, 

Allan Watson arranged a sur-

prise appearance by Watfordõs 

mascot ôHarry the Hornetõ and 

a speed tunnel to measure the 

speed of your serve and Gillian 

Vargasoff ômannedõ the mem-

bership table where she did 

brisk business all day long. 

Thanks are due to many people 

but in addition to Helen, Bever-

ley, Allan and Gillian ð can I 

also place on record thanks to 
Steve Prokopiou for the mar-

keting of the day and Richard 

Cox for organising the parking 

with his customary diplomatic 

skills. 

OPEN DAY: 25 th  April 2009  

MEMBERSHIP 

As a result of the Open 

Day and all the other 

membership promo-

tional actions we have 

been taking, I am de-

lighted to report that we 

have now welcomed 

over 100 new members 

to the Club this season. 

This has seen overall 

membership numbers 

increase by almost 20% 

on last yearõs disap-

pointing level, which is 

especially heartening 

given the tough eco-

nomic conditions facing 

the UK at the moment. 

If you are a new mem-

ber reading this News-

letter may I, on behalf of 

the Club, welcome you 

and hope that you will 

enjoy many years of 

Tennis at Dukes Wood. 

Newsletter ð May 2009  

There has been lot happening at the Tennis Club over the last few 

weeks. So I thought that the late Spring Bank Holiday might be a good 

time to update everyone, including our many new members, about what 

has been going on and remind members about some up-coming events. 
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Moving Junior Club Night to Friday evenings, 

has proved a great success with growing num-

bers of juniors coming along. Whilst this is fan-

tastic and the enthusiasm of the juniors is great 

to see, Tom Dean would really welcome hearing 

from any parents who might be willing to lend a 

hand with organisation of activities on the eve-

nings and generally help him with the supervi-

sion of the large number of juniors now at-

tending. If you are willing to lend a hand, 

please contact Tom directly on 07814 440841 

or tomcoachgxsc@gmail.com  

JUNIOR CLUB NIGHT 

RELATIONSHIP WITH THE SPORTS CLUB 

As you may know, the Tennis Club is a section of the overall Gerrards 

Cross Sports Club, which also has a Cricket Section and a Hockey sec-

tion affiliated to it. It is fair to say that our relationship with the Sports 

Club has been rather strained of late as the Tennis Committee has chal-

lenged the ôvalue for moneyõ which Tennis gets for the contribution we 

make to overall Club funds.  

Over recent years, the Tennis Club has been by some way the largest 

contributor of all the three sections and yet there has been a widespread 

feeling that Tennis has not really had good value for the contributions it 

has made. For example, often the Clubhouse is not open when members 

are playing Tennis and the Sports Club have not invested in a sinking 

fund which could be used to replace worn -out courts. 

The Sports Club Committee now recognise the concerns of Tennis mem-

bers and under new Chairman, Philip Kimberley are working hard to 

review and reduce all items of expenditure, seek new revenue sources 

for the Club and identify grants which might be available to fund vari-

ous initiatives. The Tennis Committee will continue to work closely with 

Philip and the Sports Club to ensure we develop and improve the Club 

experience for the benefit of Tennis members. A flourishing Tennis Club 

is key to the overall viability of the Sports Club going forward and I be-

lieve this is now recognised probably better than it has ever  been. 
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