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As the 2009 summer tennis season draws to an end | hope, like me, you can look back over the
last six months and reflect on what has been an enjoyable and busy club schedule. Some peo-
ple bemoan the fact that it has been wet and miserable summer. In contrast, Dukes Wood ap-
pears to have been blessed with fantastic weather for all the season’s key events starting with
the Open Day back in April right through the Club Tournament and Mixed Vets event in late
September. The weather gods have certainly been smiling on us! As the good weather contin-
ues into October, | hope you will carry-on playing and using the facilities through the winter
months. Don’t forget, Winter Social Tennis starts at 1.00pm every Saturday through the winter
for those who are interested.

We also end the season in a much better position with regard to members and finances. Mem-
bership levels have risen steadily through the season and are now fully 43% up on last year
with a total of 352 members (246 in 2008). Through the efforts of your Committee and many
other volunteers, a number of successful events have been run through the season which have
helped raise much needed additional funds. This coupled with careful housekeeping and the
improved levels of membership subscriptions has enabled us to carry-out the essential resur-
facing work on Courts 5 and 6 - something we could not have even contemplated this time
last year. So, may | take this opportunity to thank all our members for so enthusiastically sup-
porting club events through 2009 and helping to put the Club on a much sounder footing go-
ing forward. Your support has been greatly appreciated.

A QUICK RE - CAP ON SOMEOF THE
HI GHLI GHTS OF THE S

TEAM TENNIS

Dukes Wood’s teams performed creditably during the summer sea-
son. The Ladies 1st team won Division 2b and were promoted to Di-
vision 1 - well done Ladies! The Mens 1st team narrowly missed out
on promotion from Division 1b to the Premier Division which was
most encouraging given that ten different players played for the 1st
team this year reflecting the growing strength in depth within the
club. Well done fellas - narrowly avoiding promotion to the Premier
is just about the ideal result!
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CLUB TOURNAMENT

With a flurry of late

matches played in early September, the Club Tournament concluded with a quite brilliant
Finals day on Saturday, 12th September. The all-day barbeque did brisk business from
breakfast to team-time and throughout the day, Juniors and Seniors battled it out in beauti-
ful sunshine for the honour of being 2009 Club Champion. Those many members watching
were treated to some of the finest quality tennis ever to grace our courts on finals day. There
were some stunning matches in both the Junior and Senior events and the following

emerged victorious:

JUNIORS

Girls U12

Winner - Laura Hole, R/U Rosa Halliday
Boys U12

Winner - Alex Hattam, R/U Spencer King
Girls U14

Winner - Emily Halliday, R/U Darcy King
Boys U14

Winner - Alex Hattam, R/U Spencer King
Girls U16

Winner - Emily Graham, R/U Emily Halliday
Boys U16

Winner - Jake Glover, R/U Cameron Buckman
Girls U18

Winner - Amy Glover, R/U Ellen Richmond
Boys U18

Winner - Rory Brown, R/U Hallam Wood
Girls Doubles

Winners - Emma Wanblad/Darcy King, R/U Rosa
Halliday/Lydia Richmond

Boys Doubles

Winners - James Kirby/Jake Glover, R/U Spencer
King/Harrison Simmonds

Mixed Doubles

Winners - Rory Walsh/Amy Glover, R/U Spencer
King/Rosa Halliday

SENIORS
Ladies Singles

Winner - Georgia Morrison, R/U Suzanne
McGuinness

Mens Singles
Winner - Julian Peers, R/U Andy Peers
Ladies Doubles

Winners - Suzanne McGuinness/Angie
Brady, R/U Lucy Holmes/Lucy Godfrey

Mens Doubles

Winners - Andy Peers/Julian Peers, R/U
Richard King/Keith Gibson

Mixed Doubles

Winners - Julian Peers/Angela Hart, R/U
Bob Mason/Sally Buckley

Mixed Plate Doubles

Winners - Richard Fensome/Gill Outram,
R/U Graham Louer/Helen Marlow

In a moving address, Rory Walsh pre-
sented this year’s special Lyndsey
Kelly Award for the junior who had
contributed most to the junior life of
the Club to Spencer King. Thor-
oughly deserved recognition for a su-
per young member who had previ-
ously been runner-up in no less than
four finals. That’s character for you.
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PLAYING FACILITIES

As mentioned above, Courts 5 and 6 have now been re-surfaced and are awaiting some final clean-up
work and line painting. We have been advised to allow the courts to over-winter in their natural black
state. They will be painted red and green next spring. The courts will be playable in a couple of week’s
time and we can then return to our full six court capacity. The Committee appreciates that having two
courts out of action for a few weeks has limited play for members especially on Saturday afternoons and |
would apologise to those members who have been inconvenienced. | hope that this will be seen as a small
sacrifice to make for the upgrading and improvement of our playing facilities.

We will now turn our attention to Courts 1 and 2, and the possible introduction of a new, artificial grass
surface. This is an altogether more expensive challenge and will require sub-
stantial funding to undertake the work. We are currently considering options
and looking at potential contractors. Our definite plans will be communicated
to members in due course before we proceed with any work.

The AGM
We have, however, begun the process of obtaining planning permission to in- .
stall floodlights on Courts 1 and 2 . The first step has been to write to all our Wl” be held On
neighbours to advise them of our intentions and to invite their comments. We
thought it best to be able to identify any concerns before moving towards com- Fn d ay 6th
pleting a Pre-Planning Assessment Questionnaire to the local council. Despite
not being in any way affected by the lighting on Courts 1 and 2, one or two
neighbours have reacted with what might only be described as “unbridled hos- N ovem ber at

tility” to our plans. Whilst other neighbours are far more reasonable and un-

derstanding it seems clear that we are going to face some pretty stiff opposi-
tion to getting our plans through. But we intend to give it our very best shot. | the Clu b hOUSE

shall keep you posted. In the meantime, Tom Dean (our Head Coach) has se-
cured the use of the Memorial Centre floodlit court for junior winter coaching.
A temporary but by no means a permanent solution to ensuring we can con-
tinue to provide junior coaching through the winter.

FIXTURES SECRETARY

Sally Buckley has, once again, agreed to try and juggle the fixture list for us as Fixtures Secre-
tary. I am sure you will all join me in thanking Sally for taking on this role as it can be, at times, a
pretty unenviable task. Thanks also to Judy Clare for standing in through the summer and pro-
viding continuity.

RELATIONS WITH THE SPORTSCLUB

We are continuing to work closely with Philip Kimberley and the Sports Club Management
Committee to develop a better way of funding the activities of the Club and its constituent
sections. | would like to believe that there is now a much better understanding of the needs of
the Tennis Club within the overall structure of the Sports Club. Work continues and Philip
Kimberley is keen to propose a new model for Sports Club financing at the Sports Club AGM
in November. If details are available before the AGM, | shall write out separately to advise
members of the ideas behind this important issue.
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EVENTS

In addition to the Club Tournament, several other successful tennis events have been held over
the last month or so. The first was the 6 | n-Coatinental |
C u pdh Bank Holiday Monday, comprising teams repre-
senting North and South America, Africa and Australasia. §&
Bedecked in flowing African robes, or bearing the snarl of
moustachioed Columbian drug-runners complete with plas- §
tic guns and bullet belts - the teams competed in a series of
round-robin matches. There being a direct correlation be-
tween the standard of fancy dress and the number of
matches lost certainly seems to suggest that the bullet belts,
grass skirts and dangly cork hats significantly impaired per-
formance! However, a great time was had by all and every-
one agreed that Richard Cox’s flair for organizing imaginative and fun tournaments remains un-
surpassed.

On another gorgeously sunny afternoon in late September, the annual Mixed Vets tournament
took place with some great matches and Beverley and Robin Halliday running out the winners in
the final over the ever-competitive Rachel Knight and a tiring Chairman.

On the social front, the Summer Ball organized by Beverley Halliday and Helen Marlow at Hare-
wood Downs Golf Club, was a resounding success with the ‘bling” theme really being taken to
heart by those attending. The ladies, as always, were the picture of elegance. Many of our senior
men, on the other hand, displayed an outstanding selection of garish waistcoats, earrings and
over-sized necklaces and pendants! Thanks to the generous support of various sponsors, the eve-
ning also raised a very healthy sum for club funds. My thanks to sponsors and those attending
alike for so generously

WINTER INDOOR TENNIS

Barry James has once again, very kindly, secured indoor courts at Cressex (High Wycombe) and
Slough Tennis Centres for use throughout the winter. Slots are are going quickly, so if you would
like to book to play indoors through the winter, please contact Barry (01753 882512) to check
availability.

TONY ALCOCK

Finally, 1 am sorry to

have to report the death of our oldest and probably one of our longest serving members Tony Al-
cock, who died a couple of weeks ago after a long illness. Tony had been a member since before
the second world war and through his long association with the club took a very active interest in
the Club’s affairs. He still played up until a few years ago. I am pleased to say that a number of
members who knew Tony attended the crematorium service. In line with the family’s wishes, we
did not send flowers but instead made a donation in

Bob

Bob Mason, Chairman
Dukes Wood LTC




