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Thanks to everyone who has renewed their membership again this year and a very warm 
welcome to new members.   
 

Straight on to the biggest issues at the club: 
 

Feedback on Questionnaire sent to all members 
 
A big thanks to Bob Mason and his team for organising the questionnaire to members and 
analysing the results. 
 
You will not be surprised to learn there were honest and thought provoking comments. We 
received a very healthy response from you, the members, demonstrating a real interest in 
improving the club. 
 
In summary your key issues are: 
 

 Coaching – this is seen as an area for improvement.  

 Membership fees need to represent value for money.  

 Courts require regular maintenance. 

 Facilities enhancement -  there is a strong feeling that the club needs floodlights to 
lengthen the playing day(especially in winter) and we need to consider seriously the 
introduction of all weather courts.  

 Social tennis - leadership is needed.  

 Match fees are seen as too high.   

 The clubhouse should be more welcoming, offer more and we need easy, secure 
access to the club house.  

 Communications should be improved and some feel a fuller social program is needed. 

 Making Juniors feel part of the club and respecting their matches.  
 
Your committee has taken this feedback on board and are taking action with the 
participation of members in the following areas – 
 
 Coaching and junior tennis – Andrew and Lauren will be implementing a programme 

of improvements and new initiatives. 
 Court maintenance and improvement program – Richard King and Tim Barber are 

leading a sub committee on this.  They are working up a plan to address this issue 
on an ongoing basis 
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 Floodlights – Angie Brady and Richard King are to carry out a feasibility study, 
planning and implementation project. 

 Marketing and communications – Monica Lawrence will be spear-heading these 
areas.  Monica would like some support on marketing from a member or members 
with expertise to ensure club’s profile is raised, the level of membership is 
maintained and subsequently increased – volunteers required.     

 Financial – Nick Woolf and I will be looking at a realistic long term target for 
membership fees and arrangements with the sports club.  

 Sportsclub facilities – We will work with the sports club to ensure the clubhouse and 
facilities are the best we can offer. The clubhouse is a valuable asset. It is probably 
not being used to best advantage. To be raised with the GXSC management 
committee. 

 Leadership for social tennis – are any members willing to help organise regular 
tennis sessions? 

 We ask all members to respect that juniors are also members and may arrange 
matches in various local and regional leagues. As a club we must actively 
encourage their competitive involvement in the sport. When courts are busy please 
have patience especially if they are hosting a visiting player. Andrew has priority use 
of court 5 and in his absence this court may be prioritised for junior match play. 

 
We are setting up sub-committees as specialists to look at these issues. You will be 
familiar with some of the names already working on issues. We won’t be able to do 
everything at once – volunteers for any of the subcommittees or issues listed are very 
welcome so please let us know! 

                 
 
The use of email email in communications at the club is already a success. Recently the 
membership lists have been distributed via email. We would like to extend the usefulness of 
the list by including personal email addresses on it in the future. We collect email addresses 
during the membership application and renewal process and have stated to date that these 
addresses will be used for club administration. In the future, with your approval, we would like 
to make your email addresses available to other members in the same way we have published 
your addresses and telephone numbers. Email tennis@gxsc.co.uk or Sue Reid if you wish to 
discuss this or know more. 
 
 

Other news.... 
 
Court Maintenance  
Court 4 has now been repaired and is back to full playing condition. 
The hedges have been cut on Courts 5 and 6 and the fences repaired – as always thanks to 
Nick and his team of volunteers for ensuring this was achieved with a minimum of disruption to 
play. 
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Wimbledon Supper 
The Wimbledon supper was a great success and thanks to Rachel and John for a superb 
evening. 
 
Press Coverage 

Junior members of the Club were photographed enjoying the early summer with coaches 
Andrew and Lauren, this appeared recently in the Buckinghamshire Advertiser. 
 
Website & e-mail 
 

Please remember to use the Website www.gxsc.co.uk/tennisclub , for information regarding 
match fixtures, tournaments and results. In addition details of forthcoming social functions can 
be found there.  If you wish to contact any of the committee members they can be reached on 
our e-mail address tennis@gxsc.co.uk .  

 

Please note we will in future be using the website as the main means of communication – it is 
cheaper and more instantaneous! So please add it to your favourites and visit regularly. 

 

Future Events for the Diary 
 
Social 
 

Tennis Supper Evening    4th July 
 
Tennis Supper Evening     8th August 
 
Summer Ball   19th September 
 

Remember the Summer Ball will be at Harewood Downs 
Golf Club on Friday 19th September.  Tickets are £50 each. 

Ticket application forms with all details will be emailed 
to members very soon.   Tables are for 8 or 9 guests.   
There will a Pimms Reception, three course meal and 
disco.   The theme is Wizards and Witches - a 

Magician has been booked!.   
 

Quiz Night    mid October date yet to be confirmed. 
 
A summer lunch for the Mid-week tennis players will take place in the Club House on Thursday 7th 

August.  For more information, contact Monica Lawrence on 01753 882632. 

 
Annual Club Tournament 
 

The annual club tournament is now well underway.  Please see the notice board for 
details.  Matches do need to be played by the allotted time otherwise they will be 
scratched. 

 
Club House 
 

A reminder that entrance to the club house, out of opening hours, can be gained via a swipe 
card and the key pad code. Both can be obtained from John Price behind the bar. Anyone 
using the club house in this manner takes responsibility to ensure the building is secure before 
leaving. 
 
The club is available for private social or business functions. Please make your arrangements 
directly with John. 
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and finally 
 

An appeal for any members who are willing to give the management committee a hand in 
tournament organising, fund raising etc, etc, etc.  We really could do with some help. If you 
feel you are able to help please send an e-mail to the address shown above or contact any of 
the committee. 
 

I hope you have a great season and I look forward to seeing you all either on court or at our 
social functions. 
 
 

James Earp – Chairman 

 
 
 
We have revised the court rules which will be displayed on the notice board too: 

Court Rules 

 

 Generally acceptable tennis-wear to be worn on court at all times. This 

ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŘŜƴƛƳ ƻǊ ΨƭŜƛǎǳǊŜǿŜŀǊΩ ƴƻǘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǎǇƻǊǘǎΦ ό9ǾŜƴ ƛƴ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ƧŜŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
trousers are unacceptable). 

 Players on court shall wear shoes specifically designed for tennis / court 
games with non-marking soles. 

 Members are responsible for signing in guests and payment of guest 
fees. Fees may be payable to the coach, a committee member or at the club bar. 

 Outside the periods of organised play (shown in fixture book, website 
page, and notice board) members shall be free to arrange their own 
games. 

 If courts are full, preference should be given to doubles play and courts 
should be vacated after one short set if two or more members are 
waiting to play. 

 Full members are requested to respect junior match play especially 
when visiting players from other clubs are in attendance.  

 The coach has court 5 at his disposal.   
 

 

June 2008 
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There has been a great improvement in the numbers of players having individual and group coaching. On 
Saturday Mornings we have nearly 70 juniors having regular tuition and my thanks go to Lauren, Rory and Olivia 
for making them a fun and learning environment. 
 
Wednesday Club Night has been a great success. In each age group there are more juniors attending especially 
mini-juniors where there are now up to 15 regularly attending. Some are very talented and any senior member 
would be impressed with their play. For older juniors our performance groups are going strongly, full groups for 
both boys and girls. They are very much looking forward to playing matches for the club which start soon. 
 
On 14th July our summer camps will commence. They will run from 10:00 until 15:00 Monday to Friday until 22nd 
August. Please tell all your friends and relatives. This is a great way to introduce new faces to the club. 
 
Please come and look at the pro shop too! We have tubes of Wimbledon Ultra Vis balls (4) for £6.00; racquet 
bags for up to 6 racquets selling for £20.00; a new range of Head shoes for men, women and juniors. 
 
If you need to buy a new racquet there are always deals to be had that will beat the internet. Or just come in 
and make an offer! 
 
The LTA recommend you have your racquet restrung annually if you play once a week. We offer a restringing 
service in the shop and can restring the way you want with different grades and quality levels (£20, £25,£30). 
 
With so much coaching the best time to come to the shop and see me is 18:30 to 20:30 on Wednesday evening. 
 
Andrew 
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